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When One+One Equals Eleven

Their e-learning programme makes maths easy for students. But, it's
their chemistry, which fetches this couple the full marks.

By Shreyasi Singh

For the first five years none of the schools that worked with Nirmala Sankaran (L) and
Harsh Rajan worked with knew that they were related in any way.

Nirmala Sankaran and Harsh Rajan knew they were essentially jumping off a cliff when
they first started talking about quitting their high-paying corporate jobs with Citibank and
Credit Suisse First Boston in London to turn entrepreneurs. So, they decided to test
whether they really “had it in them” to take big risks. Harsh went first, bungee-jumping
110 metres off a bridge in Zimbabwe. “It was amazing, but mad,” he laughs. But it made
sense, since starting a business was essentially similar—thrilling, terrifying and
sometimes, even addictively unsafe. “We skydived over Victoria Falls in tandem the next
day to test our resolve. It seems to have worked.”

Itindeed did. Back from their holiday, Nirmala, an 1IM-Bangalore alumnus, and Harsh,
a chartered accountant, made a plunge of another sorts—giving in their resignations and
co-founding an online maths tutoring company. The simple aim of the new venture,
HeyMath, was to dispel the fear of numbers.

Using animations and graphics, Hey- Math helps students learn mathematical concepts
visually. “We want to explain not just why, but also show how a maths concept works,”
says 45-year-old Nirmala, who had earlier developed new products for Citigroup’s Global
Cash Management and Trade Services.

Today, HeyMath is used by more than 100,000 students in 50-plus countries. An annual
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